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HEALTH — REMOTE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 

931. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the health impacts of the closure of remote communities and the report the minister signed off on as 
deputy chair in 2007 titled “Where from? Where to?” 

(1) Can the minister confirm that the report found evidence that recentralising Aboriginal communities can 
lead to worse health outcomes? 

(2) Can the minister confirm that the first finding of that report found that there is little evidence to 
demonstrate the benefits of moving Aboriginal people from small to large remote communities? 

(3) How does the Premier’s stated intention of closing approximately half the remote Indigenous 
communities improve Aboriginal health outcomes? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(3) It is a very good question; I am very pleased to have the opportunity to make some comments about that 

because, as the opposition will be aware, I was significantly involved. The 2007 report that the member 
referred to was just one in which I was involved; in fact, I did one when the member for Victoria Park’s 
father was chief executive of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, causing the normalisation of remote 
Indigenous communities. In that—it was particularly supported strongly by the late Cedric Wyatt—we 
looked at those communities of 50 or greater and made sure that we were normalising services within 
those communities. At that stage there was a combined commonwealth–state agreement for a so-called 
list of 48 — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Are you going to answer the question or talk about things?  
Dr K.D. HAMES: Give me a go; this is really important. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Are you going to answer the question or not? 
Dr K.D. HAMES: This is a really important answer. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Yes, so why don’t you answer it? 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Stop talking then!  

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. Minister, through the Chair. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, it is a very complex issue and it needs a complex answer to do it justice. 

A list of 48 was agreed between state and commonwealth, and the state government would have responsibility 
for managing those services. When I was minister, we formed a new agreement with the federal Labor minister 
at the time to expand that list. The agreement with the commonwealth was that it would upgrade the services—
particularly power, water and sewerage—and that we, the state, would take over management. But it was 
strongly emphasised at every stage along the way that those communities created by the homeland policy, which 
in some cases was called a “Toyota” policy, allowed people to go back to their own communities away from 
those larger ones. In a lot of cases it was very successful. I particularly recall one just out of Fitzroy: people who 
were trying to get away from the humbug in Fitzroy set up as a family group a community of about 20 to 
25 people, and that was a great community. We now manage a lot those communities as a state—certainly that 
one we do. But there is a list of others where people have gone back to very small areas on the coast. 
Middle Lagoon would be a great example; it is largely a tourist facility, but the Howard family wanted to get 
away from Beagle Bay. No-one is going to force those people to leave those communities they are in. The 
government is not going to come and say, “Okay, you’ve got to move back to the bigger communities.”  

Mr R.H. Cook: That’s what the Premier is proposing. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is; it is what he is saying. The member for Kwinana is misinterpreting what he said. He is 
saying that the state government is not going to take over the funding of the commonwealth for those remote 
communities. So, those people will have a choice.  

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, this is important. This is very important. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle! 
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Dr K.D. HAMES: Those people will have a choice; they can, like the station owners who the opposition kept 
going on about, look after their own services. No-one is going to make them go. They will be responsible for 
their own provision of services, or they will move back to — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: — or they will move back to larger communities or to towns, and the state government will 
have responsibility. We have a responsibility, given that the commonwealth has withdrawn its money—
something I want to get on the record that I totally disagree with—but we do not have the capacity to continue to 
support very small groups in isolated communities away from the bulk. I very well remember my Aboriginal 
policy officer, when he was on a reserve out of town and they were forcibly moved into town, saying, “Thank 
God we did because we had job opportunities. We had education; we had a chance to better ourselves. If I hadn’t 
done that, I wouldn’t have been a police officer. I wouldn’t have been working for government and I wouldn’t 
have been working for you as the minister. Thank God we were made to do those things.” We do have to think 
about people in very remote and isolated areas with no job opportunities and no education opportunities, and to 
make sure that if they choose to move to a larger centre, we support them. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I do not want to hear you interjecting any more. 
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